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THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY   
 THE FEDERAL CHANCELLOR 
 
 16 May 2023 

 

 Ms Roberta Metsola 
President of the European Parliament 
60, rue Wiertz / Wiertzstraat 60 
1047 Brussels 
BELGIUM 
   
 

  
 
 
 
 

Dear Madam President, 

 

The European Parliament, the Council and the European Commission are currently 

working on the adoption of the ambitious legislative package on anti money 

laundering and countering terrorist financing (AML/CTF). This also includes the 

setting up of a European Authority for Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the 

Financing of Terrorism (AMLA). 

  
Money laundering and terrorist financing are cross-border phenomena which 

threaten the integrity of the European internal market and which we can only tackle 

together at European level. This is why Germany attaches the highest priority to 

protecting the EU financial system. The German Government therefore strongly 

supports the plan to set up a European authority designed to play a leading role in 

AML/CTF supervision in Europe. Only a strong AMLA with a European perspective 

will be able to guarantee the uniform application of legal provisions in the EU and 

thus provide effective protection from money laundering and terrorist financing. 

I am firmly convinced that a strong authority to combat money laundering needs 

a suitable location that is viable in the long term. I would thus like to propose 

Frankfurt am Main as the seat of the new AMLA. 

As the largest and most important financial centre in continental Europe, Frankfurt 

offers a perfect location for the AMLA. Here, the new authority can perform its core 



 

tasks efficiently and sustainably from day one. Frankfurt has the necessary 

infrastructure and is literally at the heart of Europe. Its excellent transport 

connection provides for short journey times, including to Brussels, which will 

especially facilitate cooperation with the European Parliament, the Commission and 

the representatives of the 27 member states. The city also offers a large pool of highly 

skilled talents as well as an outstanding quality of life with good international 

schools, short commutes, a wide range of cultural and other free time activities, as 

well as areas of natural beauty in the vicinity. 

The key advantage of Frankfurt as a location is the proximity to the European 

Central Bank (ECB) with its headquarters in the city. The protection of the European 

financial system requires effective cooperation between banking and AML/CTF 

supervisors as well as a rapid and smooth exchange of information between the 

regulatory authorities. No other city in Europe can guarantee this as well as 

Frankfurt am Main. 

There is another reason why I would like to promote Frankfurt as the AMLA 

headquarters: For Germany, combating money laundering is the highest priority. We 

have considerably stepped up our efforts in this field in recent years, for example by 

tightening up legislation, extending the Criminal Code and further developing our 

national transparency register. 

The Federal Republic of Germany but also the State of Hesse and the City of 

Frankfurt would thus be greatly honoured if the European Anti-Money Laundering 

Authority were to be set up in Frankfurt. 

I write this in the firm belief that Frankfurt is the best possible location for the new 

authority to enable it to achieve its aim of playing a leading role at global level in 

combating financial crime. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Copies of this letter are being sent to the presidents of the parliamentary groups in 

the European Parliament 
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